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for information, communicating the summary of exposi-
tions of the Attorney-General. This I had thought would
relieve him of embarrassment in consequence of his ve-
toes, in which he had taken different views. Moreover, as
he had pronounced the acts unconstitutional, and was
sworn to support and defend the Constitution, he could
send out the opinion of the Attorney-General, the law
officer, as a guide for the generals and as conducive on
their part to uniformity of action.

But this publication of Cabinet proceedings is a differ-
ent phase and, I think, an unfortunate one. I am appre-
hensive that Seward,in his interview on Thursday evening,
achieved it, although he made no intimation to me of such
a purpose, farther than to speak of that "paper" instead
of that "order." Stanbery, who is a good lawyer, lacks
certain qualities as a politician. He sometimes wants tact,
and is too sensitive for a public man. It would be in char-
acter with him to advise the publication. His opinion
has been violently assailed, and it soothes him to find that
the Cabinet, with one exception, sustains, or more properly
submits to and acquiesces in, his exposition. He was ad-
vising to, if not the originator of the proposition of making
a record of the views of each of the heads of the Depart-
ments. The results he feels to be a relief, and persuades
himself, perhaps, that the publication will relieve him
before the public.

June 24, Monday. An impudent and disrespectful, if not
disobedient, letter of Sheridan's is published on the sub-
ject of registration, in which he puts himself in opposition
to the President and his order to keep open registration
till August. I am apprehensive that the President will not
promptly detach him. How Stanton and Grant will act
and advise, I shall be glad to know.

They cannot, it appears to me, do otherwise than re-
commend his removal. Grant thinks much of Sheridan
as a brave, dashing officer, but he is unfit for the delicate1